Unit 4 Pre-Production—Planning Digital Video Production

Lesson 9 Launching a Video Project

AOIT Digital Video and Digital Media
Lesson 9
Launching a Video Project
Student Resources

	Resource
	Description 

	Student Resource 9.1
	Worksheet: Writing Your Project Pitch

	Student Resource 9.2
	Worksheet: Documentary Project Outline Strips

	Student Resource 9.3
	Microsoft Word Template: Documentary Project Outline Strips 
(separate file)


Student Resource 9.1
Worksheet: Writing Your Project Pitch

Directions  

Your group for the culminating project will be choosing which of the pitches to produce, so your pitch needs to be as clear, interesting, and complete as possible. Your pitch should be short and to the point—no more than half of a page total if typed or a whole page total if handwritten. Since your pitch is for a class project (rather than a professional video), it will be written just for this purpose. Here is a checklist of items to include in your class project pitch:

The topic and target audience (one sentence)

The story (a few sentences)


The theme (one sentence)


Key media asset ideas (a short list)

A Good Sample Pitch for the Culminating Project
The Topic and Target Audience

I propose we make a video about a local creek restoration to inspire students in our school and show local business leaders that a clean environment can benefit everyone.

The Story 

The video will tell the story of Maria Sanchez, a humble mom who led the fight to clean up Shady Creek, which runs through the downtown area. For many years Shady Creek had been disgusting, with lots of garbage and polluted business runoff. Maria had a dream for the creek she remembered as a child, a place to play and enjoy nature. She wrote letters to the newspaper, went to city council meetings, and organized cleanup days. Because of her work, Shady Creek is now a place where wildlife can live and families can go to picnic. Local businesses now get more customers thanks to a popular new park.

The Theme 

The theme for this project is that one person can really make a difference.

Key Media Asset Ideas 

Some key media asset ideas include:

· Video interview clips with Maria

· Video interview clips with the former mayor, who first opposed and then helped Maria

· Video interview clips with some students who remember how the creek used to be and now get to enjoy the park

· “Before” and “after” photos of the cleaned-up creek

· Images of the local newspaper headlines that tracked the story

Remember, the key to writing a good pitch is to create an idea for an interesting story with media assets that will support it.
Criteria: The Project Pitch

Before handing in your pitch, make sure it meets the following criteria:

· The topic and target audience are clearly identified.
· The pitch includes a complete story arc.

· The story arc is compelling.

· The pitch includes a clear theme.

· The pitch includes at least five ideas for key media assets.

· Ideas for the media assets are a good match for the story arc.

Student Resource 9.2

Worksheet: Documentary Project Outline Strips
	Notes (audio, transitions, 
effects)
	

	Narrator Voice-over

or Interview Sound Bite
	

	Visual Idea(s)

(video, still, graphic)
	

	Notes (audio, transitions, 
effects)
	

	Narrator Voice-over

or Interview Sound Bite
	

	Visual Idea(s)

(video, still, graphic)
	


Sample Documentary Project Outline Strips
	Notes (audio, transitions, 
effects)
	Fade up from black and then cross- dissolve between photos. If possible, adjust photos to have old-fashioned yellow tint with little white photo corners, displayed over black background as if in a scrapbook.

Includes narrator audio. 
Bring up sweet, sentimental music under narration.

	Narrator Voice-over

or Interview Sound Bite
	Narrator voice-over: “Maria remembers a different Shady Creek . . . one with water clean enough to swim in . . . one free of trash . . . one full of fish and other wildlife . . . one where families gather for picnics on sunny afternoons.”



	Visual Idea(s)

(video, still, graphic)
	Photos

· Maria at age 6, splashing in creek

· Maria and her brothers 
jumping from trees into water

· Maria with her parents eating lunch on picnic blanket



	Notes (audio, transitions, 
effects)
	Use editing software to create title: 

Maria Sanchez
Creek Restoration Advocate

After title, cut away to additional family photos (to add visual interest). 

Nice to have but not essential:
Faint sound of children laughing and splashing in water, if we can find



	Narrator Voice-over

or Interview Sound Bite
	Interview sound bites: Maria on camera talking about the creek during her childhood, including answering the following interview prompts:

· Tell me about going to the creek as a kid.

· Tell me about your best memory of playing at the creek.



	Visual Idea(s)

(video, still, graphic)
	Video clip

· Interview with Maria (If possible, shoot at quiet end 
of creek, water behind her)

Photos

· Parents unloading picnic basket from old car

· Kids playing on tire swing in the creek
· Dad with fishing pole
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